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Refugeen have little difficwity leavirg the Viet Minh area and getting into
Vietnax. Many of thom are almoat iterally pushed out dy the Viet Mirh
from areas vhere food is short and there ars too many people.

Duripg periods when fighting 1s heavy, 1,000 . to 1,500 refugees may come
out in o single day. The daily average 1s probably around 200,

The refugees are mostiy poverty-stricken, old men and women, ma., are
eripples, and all of them are hungry. There are no young men of miiitary
age amongst the ref‘useen. Practically all of the refugees are screoaed
and procesaed in groups for esventusl resettlement in refugee villages by
POA teams known es'GAMO'* The refugens are well treated by the Vietnamese, T
&a the Fremch are good to tuem. They ars free to stay and, for the most
Pet, happy to remain in tho villages where they have beon rossttled.

The excoedingly small porcentage of edusated reaugems are vory carafully
acreened, and meny of them cra used by the Viatnamese for propagande purposes.
After vae screening they are usually put on six moniha' prodat.on ana are
then allowed to do pretty much as thoy please. There i no rnul concern

over any of the refugees going back to the Viet Minh.

Viet Minh prisoners taken by the French are almost entirely of the coolie ;
cless. After six menths of comparatively sood treatment, thoy have no i
desire to return, and mary of them ars ccinngsed for lebor force use. i
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